RE-ESTABLISHMENT   OF  THE   EMPIRE

place. These originally took the form of a wooden tower inside an
enclosure surrounded by a wooden palisade and moat. The next
thing was a stone fortress, still bearing the Latin name castellum,
which has become the modern castle. It was usually built on
rising ground cut off by a moat, or, in flat country, on sin artificial
mound of earth, known in French as a motle. The king tried in
vain to forbid the construction of these fortified enclosures which
were a temptation to disobedience on the part of their possessor.
The fortress became the instrument by which the royal authority
and the united allegiance of its subjects were destroyed.